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National Workshop: 
ROLE OF CIVIL SOCIETY IN BUILDING DISASTER RESILIENT SOCIETIES

Date: 	11 May 2017, Thursday
Venue: 	Juniper Hall, India Habitat Centre 
Time: 	0930 hrs to 1330 hrs (followed by lunch)
Title of the workshop: 	ROLE OF CIVIL SOCIETY IN BUILDING DISASTER RESILIENT SOCIETIES
Organiser: 	SEEDS India
Supporter:	Global Network of CSOs for Disaster Reduction (GNDR)
Co-Organiser: 	Humanitarian Aid International (HAI)

Background:
The global society is exposed to increasing threats and risks from calamities and complex humanitarian emergencies, compounded by adverse impact of climate change. There is a need, more than ever before, to build a culture of resilience across all walks of lives. Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction, ratified by over 190 countries in 2015, calls for an whole-of-society approach to build risk resilience at all levels.

Civil society has always played a critical role in disaster response and risk reduction initiatives. Rooted in the communities, they were best placed to understand and involve local communities. In India, with a strong focus on building institutional mechanisms to mainstream risk reduction into development plans, the role of civil society is unique and significant complementing government’s efforts at local level. What could be new emerging approaches to enhance a strong locally led action? What kind of partnerships are needed? How can we improve preparedness for improved local response? 

Moreover, there are many commonalities and issues that transcend borders in the region requiring a broader and inclusive regional framework to address common threats. Are we ready to establish a regional disaster response and resilience mechanism at people to people level?

These issues are critical for building a strong and resilient nation. SEEDS, GNDR together with Humanitarian Aid International are bringing together policy makers, professionals, practitioners, thinkers and other such stakeholders for a half-day workshop to identify ways and means through which civil society can strengthen their involvement in complementing government initiatives in risk reduction and resilience.

Ensuing National Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction (New Delhi, 15-16 May 2017) and Global Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction (Cancun, 22-23 May 2017) will reflect on the global commitments towards the Sendai Framework. It is expected that the key outcomes and recommendations from the workshop will inform discourses in the national platform and global platform conferences, thereby taking voices from the grassroots to highest decision making bodies and ensuring that global decisions are informed by local relevance and contexts.

The proposed event is designed to strengthen the enabling environment for a fruitful engagement of civil society organisations in Government initiatives e.g. the recently launched National Disaster Management Plan. 

Objective:
The primary objective of the proposed event is to deliberate and arrive at a roadmap for:
1. Role of civil society in complementing national initiatives on resilience building in India and South Asia
2. Localisation of Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction (SFDRR) 
3. Evolving a common humanitarian-development architecture 

Expected Outcome: 
· Road map for CSO and CSR engagement in risk resilience with clear recommendations to inform NPDRR and GPDRR

Workshop Format
The workshop will have an opening high level panel discussion followed by keynote address. While the panel discussion will set the agenda and direction for further discussions, the detailed deliberations and recommendations will be captured through concurrent group discussions on four active issues that would contribute in accelerating implementation of the Sendai Framework in the country. 

Expected number participants
The workshop is expecting around 70 participants including grassroots and national civil society organizations, government, donors, international NGOs, corporate, think tanks, academia and citizens’ representatives. Efforts are on to ensure participation from representative civil society organization from different regions of India.

Agenda:
09.30am 	Welcome & High Level Panel Discussion, moderated by Mr Vir Sanghvi
10.30am	Keynote address by Dr Shashi Tharoor
[bookmark: _GoBack]11.00am	Group Discussions:
		1. Improving preparedness through pool funding and surge capacity
		2. Bridging humanitarian-development divide with integrated approaches
		3. Enhancing local leadership & capacity for implementing global frameworks
		4. Forging local partnerships for resilience building
		
1230pm	Concluding Panel Discussion
0115pm	Lunch
RSVP

Mr. Sabu Joseph
sabu@seedsindia.org
+91.9810835337
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